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of Czech energy and Czech intelligence. My chief reason for
journeying to Zlin was to make a study of a community renowned
the world over but almost exclusively the product of native
enterprise.

Wherever I went in Zlin I was deluged with statistical tables. I
have no intention of inflicting these on the reader. Yet some of
them are impressive. Consider for example the output of shoes.
In 1894 the Batya factories turned out daily 50 pairs of shoes, in
1920 the number had risen to 3000, and 1937 it soared to 180,000!
In 1922 the average price of a pair of shoes was 220 crowns, but
in 1935 it dropped to 33 crowns, the highest price now charged
for the best quality of Batya shoes is 99 crowns a pair, which is
the equivalent of about fifteen shillings.

In 1894 the population of Zlin was 2894, by 1938 it had risen
to 43,660.

In 1920, the savings in Zlin banks amounted to 3 million crowns;
in 1937 to 115 millions.

In 1925 the Batya industries in Czechoslovakia employed 5200
persons; and in 1938 the number of workers of all categories was
32,240.

Zlin is supposed to consume per capita more milk and more meat
than any other community in the Republic,

The water supply, still scanty, was at one time a source of
typhus; by 1935 there were 11 cases of typhus; in 1937 only 8.
There is not one illiterate person in all of the Batya enterprises.
Smoke, a perennial and insidious nuisance in many industrial
communities, has through special devices been eliminated. Dust
which in dry lands like Zlin rises in clouds on the least stir of
wind, has likewise been banished, and of the mud which at one
time had infested nearly every street in the town, not a vestige has
remained. Late one night after a prolonged and fierce storm I
walked all over the town and now and then in crossing a street
I had to jump across the whirling waters that flowed down from
the hills, but not once did I wade in mud* There was none.

Between 1931 and 1937 Zlin has set out 40,075 trees and 182,575
shrubs, chiefly in the workers* residential sections*